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Oncology Massage 

is the adaptation of massage 

to safely nurture  

body, mind, & spirit  

of anyone dealing with cancer.  

Society for  
Oncology Massage s 4 o m  

Vision  

The Society for Oncology Massage was 
founded to ease the journey through cancer 
and beyond for pat rients, family members and 
caregivers. 

Mission 

S4OM is grounded in a philosophy of 
compassion and service. We are focused on 
connect ing cancer pat ients, their families and 
their caregivers with skilled oncology 
massage therapists.  

An oncology massage therapist is a massage 
therapist who, following comprehensive training 
in general massage therapy, has completed  
addit ional training addressing a spectrum of 
cancer-related issues:  the physical consequences 
of cancer, the side ef fects of various treatments, 
the psycho-social and emot ional consequences. 
Therapists adapt the extensive repertoire of 
standard massage therapy techniques to work 
safely and ef fect ively with people living with 
cancer. We never stop learning - S4OM is a  
cont inuous source of new and useful informat ion 
about this work. 

Membership - Many therapists f ind oncology 
massage to be the most sat isfying work they have 
ever done and the Society is an essent ial part of 
that. Extensive member benef its include:  list ing 
on our internat ional therapist locater service;  our 
quarterly newslet ter;  eligibility for reduced rates 
at S4OM conferences;  use of the S4OM name, 
logo and artwork. Membership creates the space 
for connect ion with the emerging community of 
oncology massage therapists.  

 
www.s4om.org 



SOCIETY FOR ONCOLOGY MASSAGE 
U n c o m m o n  I n t e r e s t,  T r a i n i n g,  C o m p a s s i o n 

Our programs are intended to : 

Make all people af fected by cancer aware of the healing power of massage and where it is 
available in their communit ies. 

Expand the availability of qualif ied oncology massage wherever cancer pat ients live and are 
treated. 

Develop an educated, experienced and cooperat ive community of oncology massage 
therapists. 

Establish, promote, and maintain an ethic of care set t  ing a high standard for the emerging  
f  ield of oncology massage therapy. 

Facilitate and encourage the specialized training of oncology massage therapists. 

Educate the medical community, cancer pat ients and their caregivers as to the extreme 
importance of proper training for oncology massage therapists. 

Provide a forum where oncology massage therapists can share the special challenges and 
joys of their work. 

 

Membership in S4OM is open to 

everyone with an interest in 

improving the quality of the cancer 

journey. Membership designations 

include Professional, Associate, 

Student, Supporting & Organizational.  

For information about joining,  

please visit the  

 òJoinó page on our web site 

www.S4OM.org 

άIŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŘŜǎǘ inat ion, but the journey. 

Dealing with cancer is both dest inat ion and journey.  

Medicine focuses on the quality of the dest inat ion. 

hƴŎƻƭƻƎȅ ƳŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦέ 
Bruce Hopkins, S4OM Founding Director  

ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘǊŜŀǘ ing the illness.  

¢ƘŜ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦέ 
George Lee, S4OM Founding Director  


